‘Inexperienced’ Trinity enjoy
revenge at Gannon

On the 18" March, as
part of the annual St
Patrick’s festival,
DUBC took to the water
to regain the Gannon
Cup. Being the only
Trinity crew to lose the
toss, they found them-
selves on the South sta-
tion. A strong easterly
wind and wash from the
preceding races con-

spired to make condi-
tions treacherous. The
‘RB McDowell’ forged
ahead off the start, but
was unable to shake off
completely the experi-
enced UCD Dublin
Eight. It proved to be an
excellent crowd pleaser
of a race, with the out-
come uncertain until
Trinity put clear water

SR

between the crews in the
final straight. The
months of focused fit-
ness training and techni-
cal work had paid off,
and the crowd were not
the only ones pleased by
the race. The Senior
Eight was the only Trin-
ity crew to win on the
day. It was an excellent
start to a hopeful season.

The Trinity Eight surge ahead in the final straight.
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Captain’s Report 2005

Richard Moore

On the rowing front this
year, there was a mix-
ture of frustration and
elation. It gives me
great satisfaction to
report on the successes
of the novice squad this
year. Once again a
strong crew developed
from the care and atten-
tion of the coaches, no-
tably Dave Cummins,
Tim Levy, and Mark
Pattison. who joined
ranks near the end of the
season. | would like to
take the opportunity to
thank all involved in the
novice programme in
the 04-05 Season.

For the record; major
novice
cluded the Lomac Tiles
novice race and novice
race on the day of the
Gannon, both of which
were won convincingly.
Our thanks to the Quinn
family for donating the
winner’s plaque for the
novice colours race.
Unfortunately, the Uni-
versity and National

successes  in-

Championship  racing
results did not reflect
how much training and
time was spent on
preparation. ['m sure
the crews look forward
to returning and setting
the record straight this
year!

The Senior squad had a
frustrating year on the

water. My main goals,

in chronological order,
the Gannon, University
Championships, Lomac
Tiles and Henley man-
aged to elude us. How-
ever it is important to
draw attention to a num-
ber of positive aspects
of the seasons racing
which was the inclusion
and bringing on of nov-
ice rowers in all the
races mentioned above;
my most notable mem-
ory of the year was the
Lomac Tiles Senior
VIII’s race. With four
1* year novice rowers in
the boat, all of whom
had raced in the Novice
race an hour previously
(and won), the favour-
ites on the day were
(contd. pg. 2)

A note from the Presi-
dent

Rob van Mesdag

DUBC's Russian cox
Maria Dunaeva, better
known as Masha, sent
me this picture of her-
self and some of her
crew at January's winter
camp in Cappoquin on
the river Blackwater. It
means very much to me
for it reminds me of four
magnificent days spent
with some 40 members
of DUBC and DULBC
who sacrificed their
time, put up with a lot of
mud and nearly froze
their feet while launch-
ing their boats twice a
day. It was their price
for rowing endlessly on
one of the world's most
beautiful rivers and tak-
ing to heart Steve Fair-
bairn's motto "mileage
makes champions".

In charge of this wintry
sojourn  were  senior
coaches Tim Levy and
Mark Pattison, with the
latter devoting his ser-

vices as senior coach to
DUBC for the fifth or
sixth time and guiding
his charges not only
physically but also men-
tally. He took charge of

Roffe-Silvester, with a
broken arm in what
looked like a corset,
could not row but man-
aged most bravely to
scull. Coach and boat-
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Masha with crew-mates in Cappoquin.

me as well, instructing
me to do some coaching
from a freezing launch -
uggh that moisty wind!
and treating me to some
excellent dinners.

The Blackwater

The captain, Edward

man Tim Levy had man-
aged to arrive with boats
in spite of continued
punctures and Jim
Murray produced the
necessary petrol for the
outboards. Let's remem-
ber that it was his late
brother Dan, who some
15 years ago, first sug-
gested these winter
camps.

What a marvelous start
of what 1 wish will be
an excellent season.
Good luck to all.




(contd. from pg. 1)

probably Queens Uni-
versity. Despite all
against us, the race
proved to be a tight one
to the end with the ex-
tremely tight and twisty
course hiding the result
until the final bend.

Aside from the racing,
there are a number of
events to note. The
Gannon Cup event had
another very success-
fully organised year
thanks to the tireless
efforts of Mike Ryder
and his committee who
have now established a
well  rehearsed pro-
gramme with sponsor-
ship to cover major out-
lays on the day. I am
happy to report from a
Club perspective, that
Trinity Regatta was a
great success and was
very well run by an en-
thusiastic and talented
Committee. This year
the College have begun
a programme of repaint-
ing and maintenance of
the Boathouse building.
Regular meetings with
the Boat Club Captains,
Long term Committee
and College depart-
ments (DUCAC, Dept
of Sport, Buildings Of-
fice, Junior Dean) have
developed a satisfactory
level of communication
between the parties and
provides a promising
path forward.

To go to Henley this
year was a difficult de-
cision to make as Cap-
tain; however on reflec-
tion, the Student Coxed
IV event was entered
again. Unfortunately we
did not progress beyond
the first round. Also
during the Henley week,
the Empacher was
named the ‘Thomas
Dudeney.” 1 am happy
to report that this was an
extremely successful
evening and was at-
tended by many old
boys and DUBC sup-
porters. To me, Henley
remains a premier event
in our calendar and I
hope that the Club can
build on the previous
years experience and
win again.

I would like to mention
Lady Elizabeth Boat
Club and thank them for
what they have contrib-
uted to the Club over
the last three years. In
light of the continuing
challenges to allow our
Club best use of all of
the resources in the
boathouse, 1 felt that it
was in DUBC’s interest
to ask LEBC to move
their boats and training
to another boathouse.

In closing, [ would like
to offer my best wishes
to the Club in the new
season.

A crew from Germany at
Trinity Regatta

Uwe Voigt

A formidable coaching team; Mark Pattison
(megaphone in hand) and Tim Levy (tiller
in hand) look on from the launch on Bless-
ington lake. They have in the past shared a
launch on Henley Finals’ day, as coaches
of opposing crews .

At last year’s Trinity
Regatta, 1 had the hon-
our to come back racing
at Islandbridge with a
crew from my German
University  (Eberhard
Karls Universitit Tiibin-
gen). Not only the rac-
ing, but also the chance
to introduce my friends
from Tiibingen to the
friendship of DUBC
was a great pleasure.

Particularly interesting
were the two different
views of attending the
Regatta; from within the
DUBC Novice ‘B’ Eight
in 2004 on the one hand,
and as part of a foreign
crew on the other.

First, I want to explain
how I got the idea of
coming back to Dublin.
My rowing experiences
during my year at Trin-
ity left me attached, not
only to the sport of row-
ing but also to DUBC.
My wish to come back
one time and to race at
Trinity Regatta  was
actually made up after
the victory of the Nov-
ice ‘B Eight 2004.

In Germany sport in
general, and particularly
rowing is not so closely
associated with universi-
ties as in Ireland. When
[ came back after my
year at Trinity in July
2004, 1 first had to get

The Four in action with Uwe sitting at bow.

used to the German sys-
tem of rowing which is
mainly based on club
rowing. Because |
started rowing at Trin-
ity, I didn’t know much
about practising this
sport in Germany.

Having experienced the
combination of aca-
demic work and sport in
college as something
very valuable during my
time at Trinity, I also
intended to row in Ger-
many together  with
other students. But since
they are not organised
into clubs at University,
I had to look out for
them myself. Fortu-
nately, 1 soon found
three people who all had
rowed at a high level
before. Their skills were
the only way to make up
for the lack of a coach;
there was no University
rowing coach and the
local club coaches were
not interested.

At least, we had a good
boat and so we were
able to train in a coxless
four over the winter. We
kept up a training sched-
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bers of his crew.

Uwe (right) with Mark Pollock and mem-

ule that consisted of two
water sessions at the
weekends, weight lifting
twice a week, plus ergs
of course. In March we
went into a training
camp for one week in
the south of France
which gave us important
practise and confidence
for the regatta.

For Trinity Regatta we
were brought up to
strength with the help of
Jonny Maitland who
coxed us. After every-
thing, we were confi-
dent of racing a success-
ful regatta in the Inter-
mediate Coxed Fours
category. Unfortunately
we were defeated by
Garda in the first heat
and our trip was not
successful if considered
from this point of view.

However, from the
crew’s point of view, |
know all enjoyed the
trip to Dublin and Trin-
ity Regatta. They were
very impressed by the
Club’s tradition and its
professional set up. |
think students will al-
ways remain attracted
by the Club and that it is
worthwhile to support
their effort of training
and competing beside a
demanding college
schedule.

My thanks are directed
towards all the people
supporting and running
DUBC and to all the
people who are living
the Club’s traditions
every day.
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Fynn’s wins in 2005

B o 2 N,

Jan

1es Lindsay-Fynn (bow) sculling with

Mark Hunter at the 2005 World Champion-

ships in Gifu, Japan.

DUBC News reports

Fynn did well last year.
First. former DUBC
captain James Lindsay-

Fynn and his crew mate
Mark Hunter, captain of
Leander, won the Dou-
ble Sculls Challenge
Cup at Henley beating

the Snijders brothers
from Holland, verdict
easily. Supporters were
delighted. The Club last
appeared in 1977 on the
prize-giving rostrum
when the Ladies' Plate
was won.

James and Mark had
won their earlier races
convincingly  which
must have encouraged
them as later they pre-
pared themselves for the
World Championships
in Gifu, Japan, in late
August-early September.

It was in Japan that real
competition began with
participating crews from
all over the world. Scull-
ing as lightweights, for
Britain of course, they
narrowly missed attain-
ing a place amongst the
first six but were victori-
ous in the B final, which
meant that they finished
seventh out of some 20
in this Olympic class
event. James described
his and Mark's B final
race as follows:

"We were racing three
other doubles all of
whom having beaten us
on earlier occasions and
we were in the outside
lane. It was relatively
early in the morning and
the cooler temperature
suited us better. 1 had
struggled to reach my
69kg target weight, only
weighing in 90 minutes
before the start.

"There was only one
approach to the B final
and that is the way [ like
to race - get out in front,
dominate and hang on
Jfor dear life in the last
250 meters. We were a
length clear at 300m,
felt good at 750m where
we were still up and 1
told my partner not to
push too hard, knowing
we would need all our
strength  later having
started at such speed. At
1250m we felt the crews
coming at us, I called
for a push which saw us
through to 1500m, leav-
ing us 500m to go. The
Japs, their top boat and
Olympic finalists,

started to come at us. At
1750 m they had overlap
and their home crowd
was urging them on. [
had my head down
counting sets of 5
strokes praying for the
line to come up. Fortu-
nately it came.....just in
time. We crossed it sev-
enteen hundredth of a
second ahead.  Our
Japanese friends were

far from happy, having

missed competing in the
A final by only five hun-
dredth of a second.”

James and Mark also
won the Elite Pairs at the
Pairs Head of the River
in London and the 30-35
lightweight category in
the indoor rowing cham-
pionships in 6 min 15
sec. James has now set
his sights on a place in a
double or four at this
year's World Champion-
ships at Eton and then
Beijing in 2008. We all
wish him the best of
luck with his prepara-
tions over the next two
years.

DUBC Appeal News

Tim Coote

Once again we would
like to thank everyone
who generously contrib-
uted to the 2005 appeal
campaign. Last year the
Appeal raised Euro
12.460 for the Club from
64 contributors, com-
pared with Euro 10,000

from 51 contributors in
2004.

Funds raised in 2005
have already paid for the
repair and replacement
of several small boats,
including four sculls and
three pairs. These boats
arrived at Islandbridge
in the beginning of No-

Norman Gillette enjoys a pint with Jane
Fraher and Sean Osborne in Cappoquin.

2005

vember and have been
used extensively both in
training and competi-
tively in the early head
races. The Appeal also
supported a coxed four
at Henley Regatta in
2005 and is in a position
to help the Club to par-
ticipate again in Henley
later this year.

A number of donations
were enhanced by being
channeled through the
Trinity Foundation and
benefiting from Trinity's
charitable status. We
appreciate the support
and assistance of Jillian
Coffey and her team in
Foundation office for
making this possible.

The Appeal is a critical
part of the Boat Club
strategy, the Captain and
Club are extremely
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The Regatta Secretary being sold as a slave
(for €35) at a Club fundraising event, in the
recently refurbished Pavilion Bar.

grateful for all contribu-
tions to the appeal and
look forward to your
continued support in the
future.

If you would like to con-
tribute or simply would
like more details on the
annual Appeal please
contact the captain Ed-
ward Roffe-Silvester at
16 Trinity College, Dub-

lin 2, Ireland or
<roffesie@tcd.ie> or
Tim Coote at 72 Lon-
gridge Road London
SW5  9S8Q., UK, or
<tim.coote@jpmorgan.c
om>

Once again thank you
for all donations made to
the Club throughout
2005.



Gearoid Towey

Twelve months ago |
wrote an article about
what [ thought myself
and Ciaran Lewis would
experience when at-
tempting to row the At-
lantic. [ wrote about
intense  preparation,
amazing wildlife, stun-
ning night skies, big
waves, extreme exhaus-
tion and hardship and
the importance of team-
work. Well, we did get
to experience all of that,
and a whole lot more.

Every rower knows the
pre race feeling. The
nervous energy that
builds and builds before
a flat out, 6 minute race.
Imagine those feelings
when stepping into a
23ft boat which you will
not get out for up to 8
weeks! It was almost
impossible to take in the
enormity of what we
were about to take on.
We rowed out of the
harbour in La Gomera,
Canary Islands and set
our compass heading for
Antigua in the Carib-

... 'he calm after the storm..

bean 2,900 miles away.
We were going to row
continuously on two
hour on — two hour off
shift rotations, all very
well talking about it on
land, but on the first
night I will never forget
the dread and dulled
sense of panic when
Ciaran called me for my
first night shift. That two
hour break passed way
too quickly and that was
the most rest I would get
at any onec time for a
long time to come. Real-
ity had arrived!! After
this initial shock, our
bodies and minds
quickly adjusted to life
at sea. It is extraordinary
how a human being can
get used to being thrown
around constantly on a
little boat and still func-
tion. Most of the time
we were existing in a
state of exhaustion but
the beauty of the ocean
used to lift our spirits all
the time. We were vis-
ited by dolphins and
whales continuously -
one whale decided to
stay with us for 24 hours
and she circled us all

-

night, it was like she
was watching over us.
You just cant buy that!!
The night was beautiful,
but it was also cold and
stormy on many occa-
sions and we were hit by
fierce squalls and light-
ening storms which
soaked everything to the
bone and made life very
cold.

It became clear early on
that this was no ordinary
ocean crossing as we hit
our first tropical storm
after 2 weeks. Tropical
storms should not exist
at those latitudes at that
time of the year, and we
hit three and the tail end
of a hurricane. This
meant that the crossing
was going to be more of
a mental rather than a
physical challenge. The
conditions in the first
half were not favourable
at all and checking our
chart everyday became a
depressing act as we
could see how little we
had covered. We tracked
south, more than other
teams, hoping to pick up
the north east trade

R 1ELP GUR CHARITIES - DONATE GLIE

winds, and that plan
started to bear fruit after
30 days when we started
to make excellent pro-
gress west.

Along came tropical
storm ZETA and on the
8" of January she was
100 miles west of us but
creating huge seas where
we were. We had a cata-
logue of disasters that
morning — broken rud-
der, broken oars, injured
backs and sliced fingers,
all caused by huge
waves pummelling our
boat. But we were hold-
ing out well until a huge
wall of water, nowhere
near breaking, hit us
from the side and sent us
flying into the depths of
the mid Atlantic. Our
capsize, time in our life
raft and subsequent res-
cue was well docu-
mented in the press. The
reaction we got from
people at home as-
tounded us, as did all the
support we got whilst at
sea. Our challenge
seemed to capture the
imagination of lots of
people. One of the Span-

ish sea men that rescued
us asked me why were
we out there in the rag-
ing sea that night, as he
said he felt scared on the
ship. 1 didn’t have to
think twice when an-
swering: “we were hav-
ing an adventure”. Al-
though we didn’t make
it across the Atlantic, we
had an amazing adven-
ture and we are lucky to
be here to tell the tale.
We always said to each
other during the chal-
lenge that we were

really living out there.
We never have to sit and
dream about what the
great ocean is like, we
now know, and have
take

memories. [ will
that any day.

Gearoid Towey, a Jun-
ior Sophister reading
Geography at Trinity
College, Dublin, is a
SJormer World Cham-
pion (2001) and two-
time Olympian. He is
back in training with
the National Squad. His
associate, Ciaran Lewis,
Captain of DUBC
(1992), is a multiple
Irish Champion in row-
ing and sculling, and is
a barrister-at-law. We
are all very pleased and
extremely thankful to
have both of them home

“Young,

The Junior Dean christens ‘his’ boat.

DUBC News reports

It's not always known

how bright ideas origi-
nate and so it was with
the suggestion last No-
vember that the Club's
latest spanking new
eight be named the *R.B.
Mc Dowell” provided
the Professor were to
agree.

Happily, the Professor
liked the idea and agreed
to christen the new boat.
Hereupon the Captain
arranged that the new
vessel be brought into

College, right in front of
Dr. Mc Dowell's rooms
in the Rubrics to save
the Doctor a journey to
cold and windy Island-
bridge.

Here is where the short
ceremony took place.
Assisted by the captain,
the professor sprinkled
"his" boat with Liffey
water from one of the
Club's many cups while
members and friends
looked on. Afterwards.

sleek and capable of great speed...”

the Captain treated all
friends to champagne in
his rooms.

Several months later, Dr.
McDowell delighted the
Club once again by at-
tending Trial Eights.
Speaking as the eve-
ning's guest of honour
he said: "This new boat
very much symbolises
myself: young, sleek and
capable of great speed."



From a contributor

A short ceremony took
place outside the boat
tents at Henley last year,
when Dr. and Mrs.
Dudeney, better known
as Terry and Elaine,
christened a new eight,
the ‘Thomas Dudeney’,
in memory of their son,
Thomas, who had died
tragically in the summer
of 2004,

Elaine and Terr

Tim Coote, a one-time "Dudeney guest"”
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The boat was purchased
entirely by donations
from DUBC oarsmen
and coxes who had
stayed with the Dudeney
family whilst competing
in Henley between 1977
and 1996. The appeal
was incredibly success-
ful with over 90 per cent
of those with whom the
Club is still in contact
being generous enough
to contribute.

christen the

spoke words of warmth and
encouragement at the christening of the ‘Thomas Dudeney’.

All involved with the
fundraising were de-
lighted that members of
each crew that have
stayed with the
Dudeneys have donated.
A special thanks to Len
Dunne, Ben Hurley,
Brendan Smyth and par-
ticularly Sean Tunney
for tracking down peo-
ple from all years and
making this event possi-
ble.

These annual and com-
fortable stays in the
Dudeney's first and then
second home were so
warmly remembered by
Boat Club graduates
Sean Tunney, David
Browne and David
Hickey that the idea
arose to raise money
from among all past-
Dudeney guests so that
an eight could be pur-
chased in memory of
Thomas who had always
contributed so much
towards making crews
feel at home and at ease.

The ceremony was at-
tended by a group of
some fifty friends which
was not surprising con-
sidering the bond that
has grown between the
Dudeneys and DUBC.
At it Tim Coote
thanked Terry and
Elaine and daughter
Laura, who was also
present, for the wonder-

‘Thomas Dudeney’

ful memories of
Dudeney life which so
many Club members
have experienced and
conveyed on behalf of
those present and those
who had contributed,
now dispersed around
the world, feelings of
sympathy with the loss
of Thomas and wishes
of strength and courage
to face a future without
him.

After having christened
the Thomas Dudeney
with water from the
river Thames, Terry
replied briefly, remem-
bering the good times in
years past and thanking
the Club for the honour
paid to Elaine, Laura
and himself of having a
boat named after Tho-
mas,

Afterwards tears were
dried at the annual Trin-
ity party in the Butler's
car park.

In Memoriam
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W.B.J. Tougher died on

Committee 2005-2006

Officers:

President

Captain
Vice-Captain
Secretary

Treasurer

House and Grounds

W.B.J. Tougher (1931-2005)

the 13th February 2003.

Rob van Mesdag

Edward Roffe-Silvester

Joseph Calnan
Jonathon Maitland
Jane Fraher

Gabe Magee
Gavin Doherty

His friend Bill Doughty,
writes:

Brian was born in Bel-

fast in 1931 and edu-
cated at Brackenber
House and Portora

Royal School where he
boarded during the war.
He often spoke of the
Clougher Valley Rail-
way and he had a great
love of the lakes and of
Fermanagh.

He took up rowing at
Portora and continued at
DUBC in Maiden, Jun-
ior and Senior eights and
fours, while studying

law. He had to leave
prematurely on the death
of his father to run the
family business.

He will be remembered
by those who knew him
as a man of determined
courage in a boat. He
never gave up. He was
extremely well read and
had boundless knowl-
edge and a rich supply
of stories and quotes.

Brian had a natural shy-
ness but always lurking
was a sense of humour

which endeared him to
his friends.

Ordinary Members:

>ss/Publicity Sec
Equipment Secretary

Iraining S

(Regatta Secretary)

Webmasters:

David Cummins
Sean Osborne
David Keane
Rory Browne

John Lyons
Niall Cullinane

He attended Henley al-
most every year, staying
with my wife Lorna and
myself in Gerrards
Cross. In 2002, when
this picture was taken,
six of the 1952 crew
were present: Tony Wil-
son, Des Murray, John
Pearson, Max Kilroy ,
Brian and myself. Ab-
sent were Hugh Hol-
royd, Eric Allen and
Victor McCausland.

We'll miss him.

Sir William Doughty
was captain in 1952

Coaches

Senior:
Tim Levy
Mark Pattison

Novice:

Nick Mahony
John Mohan
James O Reilly




The Maiden Experience — Actually Splendid!

Brendan Guildea

I would never have
thought this time last
year — watching the Ox-
ford-Cambridge  boat
race — that some day |
would row for Trinity.
Even after 1 wandered
over to the D.U.B.C.
stand in Freshers’ Week
and handed over €2, I
had no actual intention
of subjecting myself to
the training and work
load that rowing is so
well known for. How-
ever, a friend from my
old secondary school
succeeded in getting me
down to the boathouse
at [slandbridge one Sat-
urday afternoon. I never
looked back.

I suppose it was the
combination of things
rowing has to offer,
which makes it the best
thing to happen to me
thus far in Trinity.

A formal training sched-
ule has been devised for
first year novice rowers.
A typical week looks
something like...

Monday: Swimming
(1hr).

Tuesday: Rowing ma-
chine (30mins) and
weights (1hr).
Wednesday: Running
(45mins) and circuit
training (1hr).

Thursday: Same as
Monday.

Friday: Recovery (‘day
off’ in non-rowing talk)

Saturday: Rowing at
Islandbridge (2hrs).
Sunday: Rowing at

Islandbridge (2hrs).

There have been several
major social events
since October, starting
with the Halloween
Massacre which was
preceded by drinks for
the novices in the Cap-
tain’s Rooms and a
slave auction. At Christ-
mas commons, we
feasted in the Dining
Hall, followed by a re-

ception in the Eliz
Rooms and then headed
to the Pav for a couple
of quiet pints and fin-
ished with a quick night-
cap in Doyle’s. (If you
have not heard anything
around campus — trust
me — it was a legendary
night.) Trial VIIIs was a
massive success and

allowed us novices to
get to know members of
the Club both past and

nights will involve more
rowers and therefore
considerably more tes-
tosterone) they will be
worth reading about.

[ suppose the people
involved with D.U.B.C.
remind one of Bassets’
Allsorts. This year’s
novice crew consists of

people from Northern
Ireland, England,
France, Palmerstown

A Novice Eight coping with blustery condi-
tions in Cappoquin, stroked by Jan (from

Germany)

present.

Secondly, the weeklong
training trip to Cap-
poquin in Waterford in
January was an experi-
ence to say the least.
The long trip down cou-
pled with the challenge
of carrying the boats
down the muddied,
gravel slipway
(barefooted) and into the
freezing river was all
worth it! The beautiful
scenery on the Blackwa-
ter, Ms. Flynn’s cosy
guesthouse beds and the
(sensible) few pints in
the typically Irish pubs
of Cappoquin made for
the perfect end to the
Christmas holidays.

As ‘regatta season’ ap-
proaches, the club will
be attending several
social evenings (both
formal and totally not
formal) all over Ireland
and Britain. I'm sure
(considering these

and Germany, which
makes every ‘lads night
out’ a night to remem-
ber.

Our coaches include an
anatomy lecturer from
Trinity and a senior
council. To be honest
this does make one
guilty when trying to
justify missing lectures
with the excuse that
rowing training is too
exhausting: apparently
one can study and row,
and be successful at
both.

My advice to you, read-
ers, is simply to make
your way down to Is-
landbridge some Satur-
day afternoon. For me
the people, the social
life and the training all
played a part in getting
me hooked, but more
than anything else it will
be the sensation of row-
ing.

Ingo Fingerhut

The following are some
experiences of novices
in the first few weeks of
training.

First of all, a personal
perspective from a for-
eign student... At the
beginning, when vour
English skills are no
better than school Eng-
lish, some problems can
occur, For instance, if a
German guy starts row-
ing, it could happen that
he will not stop for any
reason. So it was, this
very situation occurred
at the beginning of his
novice rowing experi-
ence. The whole eight
tried to row together —
tried - including number
five (for those that don’t
know, the guy in the
middle of the boat).
Then the cox shouted
“easy all” (stop rowing).
...One guy is still row-
ing - number five. The
cox again: “easy five,
easy, five stop rowing™.
Then he stood up in the
boat and shouted “Stop
rowing number five!”
Surprisingly, at this
point he stopped. Dur-
ing this session, number
five learned to listen to
the cox. This little ex-
ample should stand for
every individual experi-
ence a novice has or
will have during the
early time. It is very
important to keep on
going, never mind how
awkward your perform-
ance is.

Beyond this personal
experience, there are
some further complica-
tions which could occur
to the guys who are new
to Islandbridge. The
different vocabulary
which is used in the
Boat Club has to be
mastered before you can
improve your rowing
skills. Only to mention
some: “easy all”, “front
stops”, “back stops”,

“touch it”, “check it”,
“back it”, “riggers” and
the most important “the
ergs”. Therefore, row-
ing is like learning a
new language. In an-
other case, while some
birds around campus are
singing, the rowers are
crazy because of their
training intensity. This
is only partially true: at
the moment we just
train our fitness from
Monday to Thursday
and keep the Saturday
and Sunday sessions
free for techmical only.
That means that we are
on the river and learn to
row synchronously. It is
like a wvacation trip.
Sounds easy, looks easy
but heck, it is not easy.
Friday is off, what a
waste of time. To be
serious, the tips and
tricks from our coaches
are quite simple, but it
is still hard to find the
right rhythm and tech-
nique, so rowing is kind
of tricky.

One more point I should
mention before it comes
to the end of this article.
Seriously the main and
best reason to join the
club is the hard training.
It sounds stupid but that
is the way it is. Every
novice is in the same
situation, everyone has
to do the same workouts
and everyone hates
them, but we still do
them. Why? Because
we are all in the same
boat. Therefore the team
spirit in this club is
without a doubt the best
you will get on campus.
We, the novices, will
keep on going. Seniors
watch out! ©

Who's the new guy?



Kerrigan finishes 32nd
through froth and scramble

Mick Kerrigan, somewhere in this fleet, ne-
gotiates the first bend.

Mick Kerrigan

Mick Kerrigan, member
of the 1997 DUBC crew,
raced in the Armada
Cup.

The Armada Cup which
is held on the Wohlen-
see just north of Bern,
Switzerland every Octo-
ber, is a 9km mass start
race for single sculls. It

attracts scullers from all
over Europe including
many of the top interna-
tional men and women.
The format at the start is
for each row of 25 scull-
ers to assemble forming
a large grid of about 10
rows with typically the
fastest-placed scullers in
the front row. At 2pm
the gun goes off and so

do all 200 odd scullers,
at the same time. The
water quickly turn's into
a froth and it's a scram-
ble for the first 750m as

you avoid collisions,
getting wound up in
other scullers and try to
get out ahead into some

reasonable water. After
750m where there is a
sharp bend the course
widens out into the main
lake with the only big
hazard being a type of
weed, which grows
close to the surface and
is liable to snarl round
your blade pulling you
into the water.. The
field slowly spreads out
as the race progresses
and it is a case of con-
stantly watching those
around you, checking
your course and just
moving the boat on to
keep out of trouble. As
the 9km comes to an
end the lake narrows
into a river and a series
of sharp meanders de-
mands some careful
steering to avoid sand
banks while you also try

to take the shortest
course to the finish line.

This was my third con-
secutive year taking part
in the Armada Cup. Af-
ter coming 19th last year
and winning the Masters
A/B category 1 was
placed at the front of the
grid this year alongside
some of the top scullers
on the current interna-
tional circuit. A perfect
sunny Alpine Day made
for some fast times with
Steve Tucker of USA
and Ekaterina Karsten
of Belarus both boasting
course records in each
of their categories. I
came in 32nd this year
and third in the Master's
division,

Keep up to date
with the latest hap-
penings
www.tcd.ie/
Clubs/Boat

Chris George

A look at the British
Trials will note that
there is a DUBC con-
nection in one Alice
daughter of Tom Bow
of the 1969 Ist VIII and
Junior Champ in 1968:
Alice Freeman

(Osiris) / Hillary Pow-
ell (Osiris)

CLUB RECEIVES

DUBC News reports

It was by pure chance
that DUBC president
Rob van Mesdag met an
Englishman of Irish
descent called Robin
Hope who explained
that his son Benjamin,
now a doctor, rowed at
Islandbridge in the mid-

dle 1990s and that his
ancestors on his father's
and his mother's side are
old Irish families. Rob
must have shown such
interest that soon after-
wards the Club was sent
a cheque for £1,200
with the following note:
" L. Robin Hope, present
the Dublin University
Boat Club with this do-

£ 1,200

nation in memory of my
Father Ralph James
Hope and all those
members of the Hope
and d'Olier families who
have attended Trinity
College over many gen-
erations.'

Hugh Wilson
greets his friends

\

Mercedes and Hugh Wil.

S

on, with DUBC

cap, entertained Rob van Mesdag in their

home in Maryland.
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Rob van Mesdag

Hugh Wilson, originally
from county Cavan and
bow in the eight which
was beaten by New Col-
lege, Oxford, in the fi-
nal of the Ladies' Plate
in 1950, is a man of
many travels, It was a
pleasure, therefore, to
see him again and meet
his charming wife Mer-
cedes, who is Guatama-
lese, in their spacious
house some 50 miles
south east of Washing-
ton D.C. in the state of
Maryland.

Mercedes proceeded her
husband in  settling
where they now live,
designing and building
their house, using spe-
cial types of wood from
Guatemala, while Hugh,
still based in other parts
of the world, completed
his career as a geologist
with various oil compa-
nies, having started with
Shell soon after his
Henley final.

Many names from ear-
lier days crossed our

lips such as those of
Dermot  McGillycuddy
and Maurice Horan,
DUBC's coaches at that
time, and friends from
Hugh's crew: men like
Robin Tamplin, Eddie
Ward, Henry Clark and
Willy Orr. We remem-
bered others who have
died.

As a young man in the
Royal Navy during the
war Hugh was sent to
New York to deliver
secret papers to a Brit-
ish authority there. Not
knowing his way, he
consulted a policeman
who, being Irish, was
reluctant to help. Hugh
therefore broke into his
local Cavan dialect and
was advised immedi-
ately and accurately."
Ahh sure....."




Father and daughter steer a

fine line

Des Hill

Noel and Katie Gra-
ham, the only father and
daughter ever to have

rowed for D.U.B.C. are
seen here arriving at the

church in Belfast last
September, where Katie
was married to Mr.
Ryan Cairns.

Noel was cox of the
Senior VIII in 1966,
1968 and 1969. He
later went on to steer an
Irish Coxed Pair in Am-
sterdam, at the World
Championships in New
Zealand and subse-
quently at the Moscow
Olympics in
1980. Katie's achieve-
ments were a little more
modest. She coxed
a Novice Four in 2002

and collected some sil-
verware at Carlow.

However, whereas Noel
took early retirement
from first year medicine
in 1966 and eventually
settled instead for mar-
rying a doctor, Erica
Mansbacher, Katie
gained an Entrance
Scholarship to the
School of Medicine and
expects to graduate this
year.

Best wishes to the Gra-
ham Family

Des Hill, a Vice-President of the Club, pro-

-

poses the toast to the ‘Pembroke’ at this
year'’s Trial VIIIs dinner

Dates for your diary

Trinity Regatta
Ghent International Regatta

10 June
28June-2July
14-15 July

London Lizzie dinner proves a hit

A guest reports...

Under the chairmanship
of Len Dunne and
mighty committee mem-
bers like Enda Cahill,
Johnny Johnston, Bill
Lewis, Sarah McNico-
las and Rob van Mes-
dag, over 80 members
and guests enjoyed a
night of good food and
great company at the
London Rowing Club on
October 15.

DUBC captain Edward
Roffe-Silvester spoke of
current rowing at Trinity
and also accepted the
repatriation of the Dub-

Anne Blanchard, Robert Neville and wife
Susann in conversation

lin University Rowing

© -

Club challenge cup, one
of a pair of claret jugs,
presented by J.M. Mil-
lar and W.M. Millar
Esq. in 1872.

It was restored and
given back to the club
by Charles Russell
(DUBC 1958-1963)
after it was damaged
when used as a football
at a party in the sixties.

Charles also donated to
the club a portrait of the
Junior Dean Dr. RB
McDowell, drinking
with the Pembroke Cup

in front of him, taken in
1962 at the boathouse.

Mike Clarke recited a
poem about The Battle
of Trafalgar which en-
tertained at least half the
audience, and confused
the rest. Rob van Mes-
dag spoke of the Boat
House Extension and of
progress with DUBC
relations with College.

A number of ladies,
members of DULBC,
had their own table and
appeared to enjoy them-
selves so much that they
were nearly thrown out
for unruly behaviour.

Ross Hassett, back from
Russia, had a wonderful
lost-boy look on his face
while seeking but not
receiving much sympa-
thy on dislocating his
shoulder.

Music and dancing fol-
lowed the excellent
meal. Though not a
fundraising event, the
evening did deliver a
modest profit which is
making its way to
DUBC coffers..

Overall a great evening
of fun and friendship."
Can we have another
one", guests were saying
as they left.

Keep up to date
with the latest hap-
penings
www.tcd.ie/

Clubs/Boat

Dublin Metropolitan Regatta
University Boat Race, Belfast
Henley Royal Regatta

Irish Championsh

s, Inniscarra

Silvia and George
de Courcey
Wheeler very much
enjoyed themselves

Earlier in the day several Lizzie members
took to the water.

from left to right: Mike Hannon, Vic North-
wood, Anne Lewis and below her Rob van
Mesdag, Bill Lewis, Caroline Clark, Eliza-
beth Ryder, Mark Ryder, Mike Clark.



